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Pet Policy
Introduction:

At Ellergreen Nursery School and Childcare Centre, we recognise the educational and emotional benefits that can be derived from incorporating pets/animals into the learning environment of young children. This pet policy outlines the procedures and guidelines for bringing pets into our nursery school and establishes the expectations for their care and supervision. 
1. Rationale:

· Pets at Ellergreen Nursery School and Childcare Centre are selected based on their suitability for the early years environment and the opportunities they offer for the holistic development of children.

· The purpose of this policy is to ensure the safe, ethical, and educational inclusion of pets within our nursery school, enhancing children's understanding of the animal kingdom and fostering a sense of responsibility.

2. Selection and Suitability:

· Ellergreen Nursery School and Childcare Centre will select pets that are docile, non-allergenic, and pose no significant risk to children's health and safety. Common pets such as small mammals (e.g., guinea pigs, rabbits), fish, or birds are typically appropriate.

· Staff members will consider allergies, cultural sensitivities, and individual needs when deciding on pets.

· Pets will be sourced from reputable suppliers, ensuring they have received appropriate vaccinations, health checks, and are up to date with welfare requirements.

3. Staff Roles and Responsibilities:

All staff involved in pet-related activities will receive appropriate training on pet handling, hygiene, and health and safety.

4. Hygiene and Health:
· Strict hygiene practices will be followed, and regular cleaning of pet enclosures and areas will be maintained to minimise the risk of cross-contamination.

· Hands must be washed after touching animals.

· Children should not put their faces by animals or hands in mouth after touching animals.

· Children should not touch animal droppings.

· Staff should be aware that pets could have an adverse effect on children.  For example, staff must check that no child has an allergy, which could be triggered by certain animals.

5. Supervision and Interaction:
· Pets will only be accessible to children under strict supervision by trained staff members.

· Children will be guided on appropriate ways to interact with pets, including gentle handling, respecting personal space, and understanding animal behavior and communication.

6. Risk Assessment and Health Monitoring:
A risk assessment will be conducted to identify potential hazards related to pet interaction and appropriate control measures implemented.

7. Curriculum:
· Pets will be incorporated into Ellergreen Nursery School and Childcare Centre’s curriculum to support children's learning and development across various areas, such as understanding the natural world, personal, social, and emotional development, and communication skills.

· Activities will include observing and documenting pet behavior.

8. Parent and Carer Involvement:
· Parents and carers will be informed about the presence of pets in the nursery and their educational value.

· Opportunities for parents and carers to be involved in pet-related activities, such as visits to the nursery, will be provided, subject to risk assessment and prior arrangements.
· Parents / carers will always be asked to give written consent before a child can be near the animals.
9. Documentation and Assessment:

· The Leadership Team will maintain records of pet care, health checks, staff training, risk assessments, and children's learning and development related to pets.

· Assessments will be carried out to monitor children's progress and guide planning regarding their pet-related learning experiences.

10. Review:
The pet policy will be reviewed annually to ensure its effectiveness and relevance.

By implementing this comprehensive Pet Policy, Ellergreen Nursery School and Childcare Centre aims to provide a nurturing and educational environment where children can develop empathy, responsibility, and respect for all living beings.
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