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Outdoor Play Policy
	At Ellergreen Nursery School and Childcare Centre, we acknowledge the crucial role outdoor play plays in fostering children's holistic development. Learning through Landscapes highlights the myriad benefits of outdoor play, illustrating how it facilitates social interaction, care for the environment, curiosity, awe, wonder, and joy.

Introduction

We firmly believe that the Outdoor Environment:

· Positively impacts children's well-being and fosters comprehensive development.

· Presents opportunities for unique experiences and exploration beyond indoor settings.

· Provides firsthand encounters with weather, seasons, and the natural world.

· Encourages freedom, sensory engagement, and physical activity.
These opportunities are integrated into our daily routine to ensure children benefit from them consistently. Our Outdoor Play Policy emphasises utilising all-weather experiences to the fullest, with appropriate clothing arrangements for varying conditions.

Access to Outdoor Environment

Ellergreen Nursery School and Childcare Centre offers a secure, stimulating outdoor area promoting exploration, creativity, and physical activity. Each class has a set time for their outdoor provision. The outdoor play space is meticulously maintained, inspected daily for hazards, and thoughtfully designed to cater to diverse play preferences. Children are empowered to set up activities independently, with accessible equipment storage. The observation, planning, and assessment processes extend seamlessly from indoor to outdoor settings.

Risk-Benefit Approach

Our approach to risk and safety adopts a balanced perspective, enabling children to engage in manageable risks crucial for their development. Staff conduct regular risk assessments, adapting outdoor settings and activities to maintain safety while nurturing children's natural curiosity.

Learning Opportunities

Outdoor play is an integral component of our curriculum, facilitating hands-on learning experiences and real-world challenges. We offer a range of enriching activities and resources to enhance physical development, language skills, problem-solving abilities, and creativity.

Inclusive Provision
Our outdoor area is inclusive, featuring ramps, wide pathways, and suitable equipment accommodating children of all abilities. We tailor activities and resources to meet individual needs, ensuring every child can actively participate in and benefit from outdoor play.

Skilled Staff

Our dedicated staff engage in continuous professional development, including training on outdoor play and risk assessment, to enhance their ability to support children effectively.

Adult’s Role
Staff play a vital role in creating the right environment, providing appropriate resources, and fostering a 'have a go' ethos among children. While children benefit from independent play, staff supervision ensures safety and support when needed.

Inspection of the Outside Play Area
· Equipment is set up prior to children accessing the outdoor play area.

· Before each outdoor session, staff inspect the area for safety hazards, including broken items, drug-related materials, dangerous plants, and broken infrastructure.

· Staff record their findings on the daily risk assessment sheet and act promptly on any identified risks.

· Regular headcounts are conducted to ensure child safety and accountability throughout outdoor play sessions.

· Adequate drinking water and sunscreen provisions are made, with parental consent for sunscreen application.

· Staff ensure children wear appropriate clothing and footwear for varying weather conditions.

· Sandpits are checked daily for hazards and undergo regular maintenance to ensure safety and cleanliness.

· Ongoing risk assessments are conducted daily, with annual reviews to monitor and enhance outdoor safety measures.

Conclusion

At Ellergreen Nursery School and Childcare Centre, our Outdoor Play Policy underpins our commitment to providing safe, enriching outdoor play experiences that foster holistic child development. Our dedication to maintaining high standards in outdoor play ensures that all children have access to valuable learning opportunities and memorable experiences.
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