Progression of Skills
Ellergreen Nursery School and Childcare Centre 2025 - 2026
This document sets out intended learning experiences by term. It is designed to support practitioners’ planning and will be adapted flexibly to meet the needs, stages, and interests of the children through short-term planning.
Early Years Foundation Stage Aims:
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that all early year’s providers must meet to ensure that children learn and develop well while being kept healthy and safe. Ellergreen Nursery School and Childcare Centre promotes teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’, providing a broad range of knowledge and skills that create the right foundation for future progress through school and life. 
The EYFS seeks to provide:
· Quality and consistency in all early year’s settings, ensuring that every child makes good progress and no child is left behind.
· A secure foundation through planning for the learning and development of each individual child, assessing and reviewing what they have learnt regularly.
· Partnership working between practitioners, parents, and/or carers.
· Equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice, ensuring every child is included and supported.
Curriculum Overview
The following grid demonstrates the progression of skills that children aged 3-4 years will develop throughout their time at Ellergreen Nursery School, building upon the skills acquired during their time at the Childcare Centre. Each term presents focused areas of development across various strands of learning.
	Strand
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Communication and Language
	Developing vocabulary about seasons and predictable events. Begin to share stories.
	Commenting on experiences during Christmas celebrations. Engaging in nursery rhymes.
	Discussing stories related to their own experiences and making predictions.
	Exploring and retelling favourite stories. Using questioning language.
	Talking about their own experiences of growing and transitions to school.
	Engaging in conversations about feelings during transition periods.

	Personal, Social & Emotional
	Building relationships, understanding rules and routines.
	Sharing ideas and experiences with peers.
	Developing problem-solving through play with others.
	Learning to understand and express emotions effectively.
	Developing confidence in social settings, initiating conversations.
	Reflecting on relationships with others and exploring diversity.

	Physical Development
	Mastering basic gross motor skills through seasonal activities exploring nature.
	Fine motor development through crafting and festive activities.
	Enhancing balance and coordination through structured play.
	Developing spatial awareness through fun games and obstacle courses.
	Engaging in team games to build cooperation and physical skills.
	Exploring the outdoors, developing movement skills through diverse activities.

	Literacy
	Recognising common print and sharing books during story time.
	Engaging with familiar texts during nursery rhyme week.
	Predicting outcomes in stories and engaging in character discussions.
	Sharing favourite books, handling texts safely.
	Introducing letter sounds and initial phonics skills.
	Retelling stories and understanding sequencing.

	Mathematics
	Counting objects in play and recognising numbers to 5.
	Exploring simple patterns and comparing sizes of Christmas items.
	Counting forward and backward to 10, using everyday contexts.
	Beginning to understand addition and subtraction through practical examples.
	Recognising numbers 1-10 and discussing changes in quantities.
	Comparing something important to them with basic data handling (survey).

	Understanding the World
	Observing seasonal changes; exploring autumn treasures.
	Discussing family traditions and Christmas practices, including diverse celebrations.
	Exploring different cultures through literature and experiences.
	Learning about seasonal changes into spring and life cycles.
	Investigating life processes through growing plants and understanding health.
	Reflecting on personal journeys and experiences through school transitions.

	Expressive Arts & Design
	Creating autumn-inspired art, exploring colours and textures.
	Crafting decorations for celebrations, engaging with different materials.
	Exploring different media during spring-themed activities (e.g. flowers).
	Experimenting with stories in music and arts related to Easter.
	Expressing ideas creatively during creative well-being sessions.
	Preparing for performances, exploring wider cultural expressions through art and music.


Detailed Termly Focus
Autumn 1: Predictable & Seasonal Interests
· Communication and Language: Introduce vocabulary related to autumn. Encourage children to comment on their surroundings and Autumn activities.
· Personal, Social & Emotional Development: Foster relationships by initiating play opportunities and understanding the importance of routine.
· Physical Development: Engage in outdoor activities to develop gross motor skills such as jumping and running.
· Literacy: Provide opportunities to share stories related to autumn experiences. Children will learn to handle books properly.
· Mathematics: Encourage children to count objects found during nature walks. Use sensory play to explore size and quantity.
· Understanding the World: Explore natural changes during the autumn season; gather and discuss autumn treasures.
· Expressive Arts & Design: Creative activities like leaf rubbing and shape art based on autumn leaves.
Autumn 2: Winter and Christmas Celebrations
· Communication and Language: Encourage storytelling and sharing experiences associated with winter festivities.
· Personal, Social & Emotional Development: Promote inclusivity during festive activities, allowing children to share their traditions.
· Physical Development: Winter-themed obstacle courses to develop agility while playing in safety.
· Literacy: Increase engagement with festive stories and introduce simple narratives observed in Christmas expeditions.
· Mathematics: Use Christmas items for counting activities related to patterns and groupings.
· Understanding the World: Discuss various festive traditions as children explore their own family customs and experiences.
· Expressive Arts & Design: Craft activities centred around festive themes, using diverse materials to create decorations.
Spring 1: Nature and Growth
· Communication and Language: Introduce vocabulary around themes of growth and nature, stimulating discussions through shared observations.
· Personal, Social & Emotional Development: Encourage collaboration through shared planting and gardening experiences.
· Physical Development: Activities promoting balance and coordination, e.g. hopping, skipping, and using climbing equipment.
· Literacy: Introduce storytelling of growth, using books that highlight life cycles.
· Mathematics: Exploring basic concepts of measurement and counting as they develop their understanding of the environment.
· Understanding the World: Investigate the growth process in plants through observation, care and nurture activities.
· Expressive Arts & Design: Engage children in a variety of media to express their visual experiences from nature, such as paint at different textures.
Spring 2: Festivals and Traditions
· Communication and Language: Use storytelling to connect experiences of celebrations like Easter, Diwali and festivals across the world. .
· Personal, Social & Emotional Development: Explore feelings tied to celebrations, sharing moments of joy and community.
· Physical Development: Introduce games requiring teamwork and spatial awareness using spring themes.
· Literacy: Engage with texts about various festivals, focusing on narrative sequence and key vocabulary.
· Mathematics: Begin basic calculations relating to resources for celebrations—counting resources for Easter activities.
· Understanding the World: Introduce traditions from various cultures through the exploration of festivals.
· Expressive Arts & Design: Create art reflecting their understanding of festivals, using seasonal colours and themes.
Summer 1: Transition to School
· Communication and Language: Engage in discussions about family and outdoor experiences with gardening and growth.
· Personal, Social & Emotional Development: Prepare children for the transition to primary school, addressing fears and aspirations.
· Physical Development: Focus on skills improving independence in movement and personal care routines.
· Literacy: Begin to introduce writing their names and simple words related to their experiences.
· Mathematics: Revisit number concepts they have met across the year—ensuring secure understanding.
· Understanding the World: Investigate the changing world around them as the seasons change and observe how the environment changes.
· Expressive Arts & Design: Foster creativity through role play, designing and painting their ideals of school environments.
Summer 2: Reflection and Celebration
· Communication and Language: Discuss their experiences from the nursery and express feelings related to moving on.
· Personal, Social & Emotional Development: Foster self-confidence through celebration activities that reflect their growth.
· Physical Development: Reflect on physical skills developed throughout the year and explore new challenges.
· Literacy: Facilitate story-sharing from the year’s journey and collecting memorabilia.
· Mathematics: Encourage children to create simple surveys of their time at nursery; presenting findings visually.
· Understanding the World: Encourage exploration of self-history and personal growth. Use of pictures to reflect back on experiences over the year.
· Expressive Arts & Design: Create celebratory works of art to present at end-of-year events, showcasing their personal experiences.
Continuous Provision
In addition to the termly focuses, Ellergreen Nursery School will provide ongoing opportunities for children to develop:
· Communication and Language: Engaging storytelling sessions and hot seating activities will promote discussion, listening, and responding.
· Personal, Social & Emotional Development: Key person groups to establish safe, trusting environments for children to grow ensuring using The Zones of Regulation.
· Physical Development: Continuous access to various physical spaces and outdoor play equipment to allow skill refinement and risk assessment.
· Literacy: A rich print environment filled with age-appropriate books and literacy materials to encourage interest and development.
· Mathematics: Daily opportunities to explore shapes, numbers, and quantities in play-based contexts.
· Understanding the World: Continuous observational experiences through nature walks and participation in environmental projects.
· Expressive Arts & Design: Diverse art materials, music sessions, and role play to foster creativity.
This progression of skills is structured to ensure that children at Ellergreen Nursery School experience a well-rounded educational journey, building upon the foundations laid at the Childcare Centre and promoting a seamless transition into their primary education. By ensuring flexibility and responsiveness to the needs and interests of the children, this curriculum aims to nurture not only academic skills but also emotional intelligence and social development, all vital areas for the children’s future success.
