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1. Find a quiet time and place, when you are relaxed, everything is calm and you are unlikely to be distracted. Children really benefit from undivided attention when reading.
2. Get comfy and cosy. Have your child on your lap or by your side, so you are both looking down at the book with your focus on the book and the child.
3. We can sometimes feel a bit silly when reading aloud, but remember your child knows you and your voice. Ask your child to join in with character voices – what do they think the characters would sound like?
4. Be enthusiastic about reading and books. Be a reading role model.
5. Reading a book is not all about the words. The first step to reading books is looking at the pictures and being able to talk about what you can see. Ask questions about what your child can see, where a character might be (flap books are great for this) or ask them what they think happens next. 
6. Use puppets or toys to bring a story alive and help your child to engage with reading.
7. Don’t worry if your child turns the page back or skips forward, they are familiarising themselves with what they have seen or simply enjoying turning the page.
8. Take your time and go through the book as often as your child wants. 
Please remember, reading together and talking about books with your child is an important step to your child becoming an independent reader and developing a love of books. 
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